THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
policy and opinion is very different from an un-
noticed slipping from one policy to an entirely
opposed one, without knowing why the change is
made, without even knowing that such a change has
taken place, with no clear realisation of why the old
policy failed, and what elements in it must at all costs
be avoided if the result of the new is not to be as bad
as that of the old.
Mr. Garvin's 1937 articles in the Observer are
sufficiently indicative of the degree of change which
characterises a great deal of Conservative opinion.
Recall for a moment, not only what was until yester-
day our attitude towards Mitteleuropa or pan-
Germanism and its dangers, but the fact that the
direct occasion of the War was the Serbian resistance
to Austro-German absorption; that our action was
directly designed to support, among other things, the
right of small States to be free of German domination,
or suzerainty or compulsion; that this cause was sup-
ported with a passion and idealism for which some
hundreds of thousands sacrificed their lives. And set
beside that fact Mr. Garvin's recommendation of
to-day, which is that Poland, Austria, Czechoslo-
vakia, Yugoslavia, Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria
to be brought under German domination consti-
tuting a German Federation. He recommends it
presumably on the ground that 'the German race
should have a scope comparable to that of the
Soviet Empire9. Of this new German Empire he
says:
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